
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

IN RE: EXTENSION OF TIME FOR
ABSENTEE AND MAlL-IN BALLOTS
TO BE RECEIVED BY MAIL AND
COUNTED IN THE 2020 PRIMARY
ELECTION

No. 2020-02322-37

ORDER

AND NOW, thi s 2nd day of JUN E, 2020, upon co nsideration of the

Emergency Petition of the Bucks Cou n ty Board of Elections for an Extension of

Time for the Vote d Absen tee and Mail-in Ballots of the Qualified Regis te red

Electors of Bucks Coun ty to be Cou n ted for the 2020 Primary Election , the

pos itions of those can didates a ppearing in s u ppor t a n d opposition thereto , a n d

the evidence developed at a n eviden tiary h earing on th is matter , this Court fin ds

as follows:

1. Section 1206 of the Election Code Act of June 3 , 1937 , P.L. 1333, as

am ended, 25 P.S. § 3046 expre ssly s tates tha t the Court of Com m on Pleas of

each Cou nty or J u dge thereof, s ha ll on Election Day decide matters pertaining

to the e lec tion a s may be necessary to carry out the intent of this Ac t. The

purpose of the electio n laws of th is Commonwealth is to ensure fa ir elect ion s

includ ing an equal opportunity for all eligible electors to participate in the

election process . Thus , the language of 25 P.S . § 3046 implicitly grants this

Court authority to provid e relief when there is a n atural d isaster or emerge ncy

such as that which presently co n fron ts the voters of Bucks County. To permit

a n election to be conducte d whereby faultless members of the electorate cou ld

be deprived of their opportunity to participa te because of circu mstances beyo nd

their con trol wou ld be inconsi stent with the election laws of th is Commonwealth ,

includ ing those providin g such member s with the option to ca s t th eir vo tes by

m ail. There fore , in order to enforc e these laws and protect the rights of Bucks

County voters, it is h ereby ORDERED and DECREED , that the Em ergency

Petition of the Bucks Cou n ty Board of Elections is GRANTED and the Bu cks

County Board of Elections sha ll accept a ll a bsen tee a n d m a il-in ba llots



postmarke d on or before J une 1, 2020 and delivered by th e United States Post

Office to th e Bu cks Cou nty Board of Elections any time before June 9, 2020, at

5:00 p .m.

2 . It is further ORDERED as follows:

a . Excepting overseas and military ballots which are n ot im pacted by

this Order, a ll civi lian absentee and mail-in ballots pos tmarked on or before June

1, 2020 a nd delivere d by the Un ited States Post Office to the Bu cks Cou nty Board

of Elections between June 2 , 2020 at 8:00 p.m. and J u ne 9 , 2020 a t 5:00 p.m.

(the "emergency extension ballots") shall be segregated from all other absentee

and mail-in ballots received on or before 8 :00 PM on J une 2 , 2020.

b . The Bucks County Board of Election s shal l create a nd maintain a

record th a t documents the receipt da te of the emergency exten s ion ballo ts .

c. The Bucks County Board of Elections shall accept the emergency

exte nsion ballots for tabu la tio n during the official tabula tion s , except in

in s tan ces in which a voter has properly cast a provisional ballot , in which ca se

the emergency exte n sion ballot shall not be tabu la ted .

BY THE COURT:

~#~J
JAMES M. McMASTER, JUDGE

N.B. It is your responsibility
to notify all interested parties

of the above aelion.


