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On December 5, 2016, the Director of the U.S. Census Bureau issued a notice of determination
identifying the jurisdictions subject to the language assistance provisions of Section 203 of the
Voting Rights Act, which are available at 81 Federal Register 87532. The new Section 203
determinations, which are described in detail in the Voting Rights Act Coverage Update,
replace the previous Section 203 determinations made in October 2011.

Key features of the new determinations include the following:

The number of states covered in whole or in part by Section 203 has increased from 25
states to 29.

All of the states previously covered in part continue to be covered, and four new states
earned partial coverage since 2011: Georgia, Idaho, lowa, and Oklahoma.

Los Angeles County, California, continues to be the locale required to provide assistance in
the most languages (6 languages): Spanish, Cambodian, Chinese, Filipino, Korean, and
Vietnamese.

A number of states and political subdivisions identified in the Census determinations provide
assistance in four covered language groups:

Spanish language assistance must be provided statewide in California, Florida, and Texas,
and a total of 214 political subdivisions in 26 states, an increase from the 212 political
subdivisions covered in 23 states under the 2011 determinations;

Alaska Native language assistance must be provided in 15 political subdivisions of
Alaska, which is an increase of eight political subdivisions from 2011;

American Indian language assistance must be provided in 35 political subdivisions in nine
states, up from the 33 political subdivisions of five states covered in the 2011
determinations;

Asian language assistance must be provided in 27 political subdivisions in 12 states, up from
the 22 political subdivisions of 11 states covered in the 2011 determinations.


https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-12-05/pdf/2016-28969.pdf
http://www.armstrongteasdale.com/Marketing/203CoverageUpdateFinal.pdf

When a jurisdiction is covered by Section 203, generally all “voting materials” it provides in English
should be translated in the language of all groups or sub-groups covered by the determination. Voting
materials include voter registration materials, voting information provided by mail, publicity about the
language assistance, ballots, and oral assistance at polling locations. The language assistance
provisions apply to all stages of the electoral process for “any type of election, whether it is a primary,
general or special election.”

“Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC (Advancing Justice | AAJC) is pleased to see that the new
set of Section 203 determinations has increased coverage to 27 jurisdictions for language assistance in
at least one Asian language,” said Mee Moua, president and executive director of Advancing
Justice | AAJC. “As the fastest growing group in the country, the coverage means increased access
and participation by our communities. We look forward to working with elections officials in these
jurisdictions to assist with proper implementation and their efforts to comply with Section 203.”

“The Latino population continues to grow and diversify across all fifty states, making the increase in the
number of political subdivisions required to provide Spanish assistance in elections a critical tool in
protecting the right to vote for millions of Latinos,” said Arturo Vargas, NALEO Educational Fund
Executive Director. “While these coverage determinations will help ensure that future elections are
accessible to the nation’s Latino electorate, we remain deeply concerned by Congress’ persistent
failure to fully fund the Census Bureau. It is time for Congress to finally act to provide the Bureau with
the resources it needs to ensure a full and accurate count of the nation’s second largest population
group in Census 2020.”

“The Native American Rights Fund is encouraged that the new Section 203 determinations have
restored coverage for Alaska Native languages in much of Alaska and include regions where our
Native clients have enforced their right to equal access to voting in their own languages,” said Natalie
Landreth, Senior Staff Attorney at NARF. “The restoration of coverage for American Indian
languages in California, Colorado, and lowa also is encouraging,” Landreth added. “However, the loss
of coverage of so many southwestern American Indian languages is concerning. NARF looks forward
to working with tribal governments and the Census Bureau to determine if continued coverage was
impaired by any sampling methods or undercounts,” Landreth concluded.
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Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC:

Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization founded in
1991 to advance the civil and human rights for
Asian Americans and to build and promote a fair
and equitable society for all. Advancing Justice |
AAJC is the voice for the Asian American and
Pacific Islander (AAPI) community — the fastest-
growing population in the U.S. — fighting for our
civil rights through education, litigation, and public
policy advocacy. Advancing Justice | AAJC
strives to increase the voting power of the Asian
American electorate, to protect equal access to
the ballot box at the local, state, and national
levels, and to strengthen and expand the capacity
of local community-based organizations to
mobilize against threats to voting rights. For more
information about Asian Americans Advancing
Justice | AAJC, please visit www.advancingjustice-
aajc.org or call (202) 296-2300 x 144.
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NALEO Educational Fund:

The National Association of Latino Elected and
Appointed Officials (NALEO) Educational Fund is the
nation’s leading non-profit, non-partisan organization
that facilitates full Latino participation in the American
political process, from citizenship to public
service. Founded in 1981, the organization
achieves its mission through integrated strategies
that include increasing the effectiveness of Latino
policymakers, mobilizing the Latino community to
engage in civic life, and promoting policies that
advance Latino political engagement. For more
information about NALEO Educational Fund,
please visit www.naleo.org or call (213) 747-7606.

Native American Rights Fund:

Founded in 1970, the Native American Rights Fund
(NARF) is the oldest and largest nonprofit law firm
dedicated to asserting and defending the rights of
Indian tribes, organizations and individuals
nationwide who may have otherwise gone without
adequate representation. NARF has successfully
asserted and defended the most important rights of
Indians and tribes in hundreds of major cases, and
has achieved significant results in such critical
areas as tribal sovereignty, treaty rights, voting
rights and language assistance, natural resource
protection, and Indian education. NARF s
headquartered in Boulder, Colorado, with branch
offices in Washington, D.C., and Anchorage,
Alaska. For more information about NARF, please
visit www.narf.org or call (303) 447-8760.



