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PRESS CONFERENCE

SECRETARY OF STATE AND FOUR COUNTIES TO BE SUED FOR VIOLATING THE  RIGHTS OF VOTERS WITH DISABILITIES

DATE:

Monday, March 8, 2004

TIME:

10:00 AM 

PLACE:
Loyola Law School

Burns Building, Student Lounge
919 S. Albany Street

Los Angeles 

between 9th and Olympic – west of Staples Center.

The American Association of People with Disabilities, California Council of the Blind, California Foundation of Independent Living Centers, Western Law Center for Disability Rights, Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund, and the law firm of Howrey Simon Arnold & White will hold a press conference on Monday to announce a major voting rights lawsuit. 

The suit, on behalf of California voters with vision and manual dexterity impairments, will be filed against California Secretary of State Kevin Shelley and the counties of Los Angeles, San Francisco, Sacramento and Santa Barbara.  The suit will allege violations of the Equal Protection Clause of the Constitution, the Americans with Disabilities Act, and other state and federal laws.

The suit will demand accessible touchscreen voting machines for voters with disabilities for the November, 2004 elections and will challenge the legality of the Secretary of State’s November 2003 Directive requiring touchscreen voting machines to include voter verified paper audit trails.

At the Press Conference, individual disabled plaintiffs with visual and manual impairments will share their experiences voting without accessible technology on March 2.

Speakers will include:

John McDermott, lead counsel, Howrey Simon Arnold & White

James Dickson, American Association of People with Disabilities

Eve Hill, Executive Director, Western Law Center for Disability Rights

Contact: 
David Silver      (213) 488-6161

